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Nesma in The Dark Nightingale
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Nesma, Our Friend
One of our favorite artists in the dance 
community is Nesma from Madrid, 
Spain. Jawaahir was honored to feature 
her as a guest artist for The Dark 
Nightingale and taught two orientale 
dance workshops at The Cassandra 
School while she was here performing 
in the annual show last summer. Her 
charming personality, softly accented 
English, and beautiful performances 
earned her the admiration of dancers and 
audience members alike. Like Cassandra, 
Nesma is one of the world-wide masters 
of Middle Eastern dance, a busy 
overachiever, striving to bring Middle 
Eastern dance to audiences outside the 
region by sharing authentic music and 
culture through her performances.

For fi ve years Nesma danced as a 
soloist with her own orchestra in over 
3,500 shows in many of Cairo’s most 
prestigious venues, accompanied by 
the singer Karim Mahmoud. When 
she moved back to Spain in 1999, 
she founded the Al Andalus Centre of 
Oriental Dance and the Al-Andalus 
Dance Company. She has performed and 
taught world-wide in 13 countries. She 
is also the mother of two children. This 
accomplished and very busy woman said 
that Cassandra has long been someone 
she’s wanted to emulate.

Before she became a student of 
Middle Eastern dance, Nesma had danced 
fl amenco and other folkloric dances. She 
became a Middle Eastern dance master 
all because of a fl uke. Her brother ran a 
comedy variety show and asked her to 
appear in it as a belly dancer, and she felt 
like she should learn something about it, 
rather than fake it. After her fi rst lesson, 
“orientale dance touched my heart,” she 
said, and soon enough she felt compelled 

to go to Cairo to learn more. When she 
had arrived from Cairo, she struggled to 
meet people and learn the language. But 
she had in her possession three VHS tapes 
of belly dancers. One was of Cassandra. 
“It was like a treasure,” Nesma said. “She 
is an idol to me.”

Nesma also appreciates what 
Cassandra does to impart the cultural and 
musical heritage of Middle Eastern dance. 
Some current commercial trends in belly 
dance bother her because “there is no 
context” regarding the culture, costume, 
and dance styles. “It all looks the same.” 
Nesma stressed the importance of looking 
deeper. “It is so important to know the 
culture,” she said, when you are studying 
Middle Eastern dance. “Travel a lot. Learn 
a little bit of Arabic. Go to weddings, 
watch people dance, learn the music, go to 
see shows.”

Nesma believes Cassandra’s 
dedication to sharing the culture with 
Minnesota audiences is simply amazing. 
“I wish to have her! She has incredible 
knowledge. I don’t know anyone like her. 

I travel a lot. I have a school. But she’s 
the only one in the world doing what she 
does. The people must realize how lucky 
they are. Nobody does this. Nobody! It’s 
an opportunity for the dancers and the 
audience.”

In Jawaahir’s annual production, The 
Dark Nightingale at the Ritz Theater last 
summer, Cassandra performed a beautiful 
taqsim, an improvisational dance that is 
both intense and controlled. It served as 
an emotional highpoint in the sequence of 
the show, and with the music’s slow and 
dramatic tempo change, it also provided a 
refreshing pause and a sense of catharsis 
for the audience.

Nesma gushed about The Dark 
Nightingale—the choreography, the 
musicians who learned the music to 
her dances, the talented Jawaahir dance 
company. “I feel really lucky to be 
here,” she said about her experience as 
a guest artist. Now that she’s fi nally met 
Cassandra in person, Nesma said she 
will always think of her as the Queen of 
Taqsim. “Her secret must be she enjoys it 
so much. She is a dancer rich to my heart. 
So much beauty.” 

Thank you, Friends!
Throughout the year, Jawaahir and The 
Cassandra School launch an impressive 
amount of programming: the annual henna 
party, Cassandra’s weeklong, the gala, 
Jawaahir’s annual show, and Cassandra 
College courses, along with many special 
performances and other workshops. We’d 
like to thank our audience members and 
friends for their generous contribution to 
all the dance company’s activities. Our 
mission is ambitious, yet with the support 
of many people we have accomplished 
much of lasting value here in the Twin 
Cities and in communities abroad. 



Government, Foundations, and 
Corporations
Our activities are made possible, in part, 
by funds provided by the Minnesota State 
Arts Board through an appropriation by the 
Minnesota State Legislature and a grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
Also, 3M, 3M Foundation, Allstate Giving 
Campaign, Ameriprise Financial, Carolyn 
Foundation, Children’s Hospital and Clinic, 
Heidi Heffelfi nger Todd and Steve S. Todd 
Fund of the Community Foundation, IBM, 
McKnight Foundation, O’Shaughnessy 
Foundation, Target, United Arts, and United 
Way

Friends
Diamond ($1000+): Patricia Auch 

Ruby ($500–999):  Jean Courter/Oasis Dance 
Camp, Priscilla Dixon, Salah Abdel Fattah, 
Jeffrey Gegner, Eileen Goren, Theresa Kane, 
and Nichole Parkhouse-Walsh

Emerald ($100–499): Ancient Traditions 
Mehndi, Linda Brown, Michael Burwell, 
Mary Lynn and Ron Simons Buss, Kay 
Hardy Campbell, Jeanette Cool, Kate Coon, 
Ralph and Betty Cooper, Nancy Courteau, 
Janelle Dachtera, Douglas Dudgeon, George 
Eherenberg, Sam El Nashar, Margaret Faber, 
Eve Fieldhouse, Joan Gatzmeyer, Donna 
Hanbery, Sandra Jane Larson, Bob Larson, 
Laura Lee, Charmaine Lee, Catherine Liska, 
Kathy T. Martin, Kathy McCurdy, Heather 
McMullen, Dawn Meyer, Melanie Meyer, 
Molly Morphew, Molly O’Shaughnessy, Eileen 
O’Shaughnessy, Susan Raatz, Jennifer Roden, 

Ronna Schultz, Cassandra Shore, Kathleen 
O. Shovelain, Kirsten Simon, Gloria Simon-
Kuzma, Dale Sulzen, Turquoise International, 
Udjat Bead, Heidi and James Waldron, 
Michelle Wilson, and Anonymous

Sapphire (up to $100): Georgene L. Angrist, 
Bambi Barclay, Mary K. Benbow, Carrie 
Bertness, Leo Bjorlie, Tamara Borchardt, 
Sandra Brandvold, Jennifer Buyukuysal, 
Rana Campbell-Beams, Erica Christ, Audrey 
Cross, Kian Dwyer, Theodora Fair, Judy 
Greenwood, Linda Grondahl, Don Habermas-
Scher, Christine Halverson, Laura Harada, 
Dr. Abdallah Harafy, Lynette Harris, Libbie 
Henderson, Shirley Hogan, Louise Indritz, 
Kathryn Johnson, Martha Koch, Stephanie 
Lundquist, Kay Marszalek, Ramona 
McConney, Stephanie McDonald, Marsha 
McDonald, Jasmine McGiffert, Mary Francis 
McKay, Judy Meisner, Sue Minor, Susan 
Nordin, Kelly O’Brien, Dana Olmstead, K. 
Cassandra O’Malley, Catherine Petersen, 
Carlotta & Carl Posz, Mary Roth, Julie 
Schramke, Linda Shapiro, Angela Skrade, 
Abby Smith, Jeffrey Smith, Deana Smythe, 
Raymond Terrill, Mary Turgeon, Alma B. 
Walker, Dr. Cheryl Wall, and Anonymous

In-Kind
Over the last year the following companies 
and individuals have donated items that 
have enhanced every Jawaahir event:
Alliance Francaise, Alsadu, Inc., Ansari’s 
Mediterranean Grill & Lounge, Apogee 
Custom Gifts, Arthur Murray Dance Center, 
Patricia Auch, Bast Lastion, Benessere - Body 

In Balance, Bibelot, Black Forest Inn, Colleen 
Boyce, Bryant-Lake Bowl, Susan Bradford, 
Mary Lynn Buss, Rana & Grant Campbell-
Beams, Cassandra Shore, Chanhassen Dinner 
Theatres, CorePower Yoga, Matthew Croy, Fig. 
8 Designs - Rosemary S. Erb, Franklin Street 
Bakery, Jan Geisen, Eileen Goren, Great River 
Tai Chi, The Guthrie Theater, Jody Haggy, 
Hauser Dance, HealthPoint Oriental Medicine, 
Hennepin Theatre Trust, James Sewell 
Ballet, Jawaahir Board Members, Jawaahir 
Dance Company, Jerusalem’s Restaurant, Cat 
Johnson, Sarah Jones-Larson, Jungle Theater, 
Kathy’s Wednesday AM Class, Beth Kendrick, 
Mary Kertzman, Kelly Kirkpatrick, Kowalski’s 
Uptown Market, Linden Hills Co-op, Catherine 
Liska, Lowry Hill Liquors, Malika Tutoring, 
Maude Salon, Kathy McCurdy, Mehera Shaw, 
Metzger Building Materials, Co.,  Melanie 
Meyer, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, The 
Minnesota Opera, Minnesota Timberwolves 
Fastbreak Foundation, Minnesota Twins 
Baseball Club, MonaVie - Angela Bruer, 
Nicollet Island Inn, Oasis Dance Camp, 
Opening to Love, Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts, Penelope Paris of Pasha 
Gallery in Luxor, Jenny Piper, Ragamala 
Dance, Ramona, Roller Garden Skate Center, 
Hung Russell, Science Museum of Minnesota, 
Sebastian Joe’s, St. Paul Saints Professional 
Baseball, Stages Theatre Co., Peter Strom 
and Uptown Swing, Tapestry Folkdance 
Center, Udjat Bead, Helen Voelker, Walker Art 
Center, Beth Wallace, Lori Wilczek, YWCA of 
Minneapolis, and Zenon Dance Company and 
School
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Coming Events
Cassandra’s Cabaret: The Inappropriate Cabaret October 30
Cassandra’s Cabaret December 4
18th Annual Henna Party  January16
Weeklong Intensive  March 21–26
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